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Pastorõs Corner 
As many of you know, in early November my mother passed away.  Although 
I firmly believe in the resurrection and eternal life, it was (and is) a difficult 
time as I stumbled through emotions of sadness, gratefulness, sorrow, loss, 
unity and aloneness.  At one point, I remember just getting through the day, 
spending as little time thinking about anything as possible.  I hope those 
days are passed.   
 
Of course, during this time I have tried to keep up with the most important 
parts of my ministry, celebrating the Sacraments and trying to stay strong for 
my parish.   
 
Fortunately, God and my parents have made me strong.  One of the im-
portant ministries on my calendar during all this was my work with the ACTS 
retreat that began on November 14th.   As my mother's health declined, I 
was beginning to think I wouldn't even be able to attend the re-
treat.   However, my mother passed away the week before which, of 
course,  meant her journey was completely in the hands of God, and all that 
was left for me to do was to pray.  I would as well now be able to help with 
the ACTS retreat, although I was concerned about my emotional stability.  My 
mind and feelings were still in a daze.  
  
The beautiful thing is, as I showed up to the retreat center and began the 
celebration of Mass, without my even noticing it, all was clear.  My mother 
was fine, my father was fine, I was fine.  Everybody was fine.  We were all, 
we are all, so simply and effortlessly held in the hand of our Creator and Fa-
ther and Lover and Friend.  Let nothing disturb you, God alone is enough. 
 
Emotionally I miss my mother and father, who passed away last year.  And 
even though it may be too soon to say, I don't feel alone or lost.  I thank all 
of you for your great support and care shown to me and my family.  You truly 
are the body of Christ.   And to God, gratitude is not enough.  My life is His. 
 
Fr. Michael.  
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