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THE FOCOLARE is a dynamic worldwide movement
of more than five million people of all ages,
religions and backgrounds (focolare.org).

Since 1943 THE FOCOLARE (“hearth”) has grown
from a budding community in Trent, Italy to a vast
ecclesial movement in the Catholic Church. Its
spirituality of unity is based on Jesus’ prayers for
unity, “That they may all be one” (Jn: 17:21).

Chiara Lubich (1920-2008), founder of THE
FocoLARE, opened new dialogues—in the
Catholic world; with members of different
Christian churches; with Jews, Muslims, Buddhists
and the faithful of other religions; and with all
people of goodwill. For the many social and
academic contributions of THE FOCOLARE, Chiara
received numerous honorary doctorates,
citizenships, and awards including the 1977
Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion and the
1996 UNESCO Prize for Peace Education.

Through local and global initiatives by its 16
branches and 9 mass movements, THE FOCOLARE
fosters universal brotherhood in all areas of
ecclesiastical and secular life including family,
youth, politics, economics and more.

Chiara Lubich was very close to Pope John Paul Il
and she and THE FOCOLARE have strong support
from Pope Benedict VXI. Today I’'m glad to
provide one of her excellent commentaries on an
important Bible passage.

JUMP AT THE OPPORTUNITY

“THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE A MERCHANT

SEARCHING FOR FINE PEARLS. WHEN HE FINDS A
PEARL OF GREAT PRICE, HE GOES AND SELLS ALL
THAT HE HAS AND BUYS IT” (MT. 13:45-46).

In this very brief parable, Jesus captures the
imagination of his listeners. Everyone knew the
value of pearls; along with gold, they were the
most precious things one could possess.

The Scriptures also spoke of wisdom, that is, of the
knowledge of God, as something that was so
valuable that it could not be compared to “any
priceless gem” (Wis 7:9).

What emerges is the parable, however, is the
description of an unusual and surprising event: the
merchant caught sight of a pearl, perhaps in a
bazaar. Only his expert eye could see that this
pearl had enormous value. From it he could derive
considerable profit. This is why, after careful
calculation, he decided that it was well worth it to
sell everything he had to buy the pearl. Who
wouldn’t have done the same things in his place?

This, then, is the profound meaning of the parable:
the encounter with Jesus, with the kingdom of God
among us, is the pearl. It is the unique opportunity
we must jump at, involving all our energies and all
that we possess.

“THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE A MERCHANT
SEARCHING FOR FINE PEARLS. WHEN HE FINDS A
PEARL OF GREAT PRICE, HE GOES AND SELLS ALL
THAT HE HAS AND BUYS IT” (MT. 13:45-46).

This is not the first time that the disciples are faced
with a radical choice. In order to follow Jesus,
they have to leave everything — everything that is
most precious to them, such a family affections,
financial security, guarantees for the future.

Jesus, however, is not asking something pointless
or absurd. For the “everything” that we let go of,
there is the “everything” that we find, which is
immeasurably more precious. Each time Jesus
asks for something, he promises to give much,
much more.

With this parable, he assures us of a treasure that
will make us rich forever. And if it seems to be a
mistake to leave what is certain for what is
uncertain, a possession for just the promise of one,
let us remember that merchant; because he knows
that that pearl is most precious, he can confidently
await the profits it will bring.
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Likewise, whoever wants to follow Jesus knows—
sees with the eyes of faith—what an immense gain
it is to be heirs with him to the kingdom for having
left everything, at least spiritually.

God, moreover, offers such an opportunity to all
men and women.

“THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE A MERCHANT
SEARCHING FOR FINE PEARLS. WHEN HE FINDS A
PEARL OF GREAT PRICE, HE GOES AND SELLS ALL
THAT HE HAS AND BUYS IT” (MT. 13:45-46).

It is a concrete invitation to put aside everything
that can take the place of God in our hearts: a
career, marriage, studies, a beautiful house, a
profession, sports or entertainment.

It is an invitation to give God first place in our
hearts, for everything in our life must converge
towards him and come to us from him.

If we do this, if we “seek his kingdom,” according
to the Gospel promise, the rest will be given to us
in addition (Lk 12:31). If we put aside everything
for the kingdom of God, we “receive a hundred
times” as much in “houses or brothers or sister or
father or mother” (Mt 19:29), because the Gospel
has a real human dimension. Jesus is the God-
Man, who along with spiritual food assures us of
bread, shelter, clothing, family, and the rest.

Perhaps we should learn from the “little ones” to
trust more in the Providence of the Father, for he
never fails to give to those who give the little they
have out of love.

A few months ago, a group of young people in the
Congo started making greeting cards out of banana
peels. The cards were then sold in Germany. At
first, they kept all the profits since some of them
had to support their families. Later on, they
decided to share half of their profits in order to help
thirty-five young people who were unemployed.

The story of what they did circulated in the area.
Some shopkeepers who were looking for workers
heard it too and offered eleven of the young people
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permanent jobs. God does not let himself be
outdone in generosity.

WORDS OF ADVICE

Many people today are disoriented and lost in search of
genuine fellowship. Often their lives are either too
superficial or shattered by brokenness. Their work
often is dehumanizing. They long for an experience
of genuine encounter with others, for true
fellowship.

Well, is this not precisely the vocation of a parish?
Are we not called to be a warm, caring family
together? Are we not people united together in the
household of God through our common life? A
parish is not mainly a structure, a geographical area
or a building. The parish is first and foremost a
community of the faithful. This is the task of a
parish today: to be a community, to rediscover its
identity as a community. You are not a Christian all
by yourself. To be a Christian means to believe and
to live one's faith together with others. For we are
all members of the body of Christ.... For fellowship
to grow, the priest's role is not enough, even though
he plays an essential role. The commitment of all
parishioners is needed. Each of their contributions
is vital.

Pope John Paul 1l from Draw Near to God.

PRAYER OF THANKS
FOR PEOPLE

God of Love, We thank You for the people in our
lives who are easy to love. We thank You for our
families and friends who understand our actions,
who support us in our decisions, and whose
presence can lift the burden of a thorny day. Help
us with those who are difficult to love. When they
come at us with criticism and wild expectations,
when they ignore us or try to bend us to their will,
let us recognize their flaws and their dangers.
But then let us remember Your attitude toward
them, and lead us to see them in the light of Your
love. Amen.
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Los FOCOLARES es un movimiento en todo el mundo
dindmico de mas de cinco millones de personas de todas
las edades, religiones y origenes (focolare.org).

Desde 1943 Los FOCOLARES ("hogar") ha crecido de una
comunidad madura de en Trento, ltalia a un vasto
movimiento eclesial en la Iglesia Catélica. Su
espiritualidad de la unidad se basa en oraciones de Jesus
a la unidad, "Que todos sean uno” (Jn: 17: 21).

Chiara Lubich (1920-2008), fundadora del movimiento
de Los FOCOLARES, abrié nuevos didlogos — en el
mundo catolico; con miembros de diferentes Iglesias
Cristianas; con los judios, musulmanes, budistas y los
fieles de otras religiones; y con todas las personas de
buena voluntad. Por las muchas contribuciones
académicas y sociales de los FOCOLARES, Chiara recibio
numerosos doctorados honorarios por la causa,
ciudadanias y premios, incluyendo el Premio Templeton
de 1977 para el progreso de la religion y el Premio de la
UNESCO de 1996, educacion para la paz.

A través de las iniciativas locales y globales de sus 16
ramas y 9 movimientos de masas, LOS FOCOLARES
fomenta la fraternidad universal en todos los ambitos de
la vida eclesiastica y secular, incluyendo la familia,
juventud, politica, economia y mucho mas.

Chiara Lubich era muy cercana al Papa Juan Pablo Il y
ella y Los FOCOLARES tienen el firme apoyo del Papa
Benedicto VXI. Hoy me complace proporcionar uno de
sus excelentes comentarios sobre un importante pasaje
de la Biblia.

SALTAR A LA OPORTUNIDAD

"EL REINO DE LOS CIELOS ES COMO UN
COMERCIANTE EN LA BUSQUEDA DE PERLAS FINAS.
CUANDO SE DESCUBRE UNA PERLA DE GRAN PRECIO,
EL VA Y VENDE TODO LO QUE TIENE Y LA
COMPRA"(MT 13: 45-46).

En esta pardbola muy breve, Jesus captura la
imaginacion de sus oyentes. Todo el mundo sabia que el
valor de perlas; junto con oro, estaban en las cosas méas
preciosas que uno podria poseer.

Las escrituras también hablan de la sabiduria, es decir, el
conocimiento de Dios, como algo que fue tan valioso
que no puede compararse  “cualquier joya no tiene
precio” (Sab 7: 9).

Lo que surge es la pardbola, sin embargo, es la
descripcion de un suceso inusual y sorprendente: el
comerciante descubre una perla, quizas en un bazar.
Sélo su ojo experto podia ver que esta Perla tenia un
valor enorme. De ahi él podria derivar beneficios
considerables. Esto es el por qué, después de un
cuidadoso calculo, decidi6 que valia la pena vender todo
lo que tenia para comprar la perla. ;Quién no habria
hecho lo mismo en su lugar?

Esto, entonces, es el profundo significado de la parabola:
el encuentro con Jesus, con el Reino de Dios entre
nosotros, es la perla. Es la oportunidad Unica a la que
debemos saltar, participando con todas  nuestras
energias y todo los que lo poseemos.

"EL REINO DE LOS CIELOS ES COMO UN
COMERCIANTE EN LA BUSQUEDA DE PERLAS FINAS.
CUANDO SE DESCUBRE UNA PERLA DE GRAN PRECIO,
EL VA Y VENDE TODO LO QUE TIENE Y LA
COMPRA"(MT 13: 45-46).

Esta no es la primera vez que los discipulos se enfrentan
a una eleccion radical. Con el fin de seguir a Jesus,
tienen que dejar todo lo que es mas valioso para ellos,
tal como el afecto familiar, seguridad financiera,
garantias para el futuro dejar todo —.

Jesus, sin embargo, no nos pide algo indtil o absurdo.
Por lo "todo” que nos permite dejar, existe el "todo™ que
encontramos, que es enormemente mMas precioso. Jesus
pide algo, cada vez que promete dar mucho, mucho maés.

Con esta parébola, nos asegura de un tesoro que nos hara
ricos para siempre.

Y si parece ser un error abandonar lo que tenemos por
seguro por lo que es incierto, una posesion por solo la
promesa, recordemos al mercadeo; porque sabe que la
perla es mas preciada, €l puede con confianza aguardan
los beneficios que traera.

Del mismo modo, quien quiera que siga a Jesus sabe —
ve con los ojos de la fe — qué una ganancia enorme es ser
herederos con él del Reino, después de haber dejado
todo, menos lo espiritual.

Dios, ademas, ofrece una oportunidad a todos los
hombres y las mujeres.
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"EL REINO DE LOS CIELOS ES COMO UN
COMERCIANTE EN LA BUSQUEDA DE PERLAS FINAS.
CUANDO SE DESCUBRE UNA PERLA DE GRAN PRECIO,
EL VA Y VENDE TODO LO QUE TIENE Y LA
COMPRA"(MT 13: 45-46).

Es una invitacién concreta para todos dejar a un lado lo
que puede tomar el lugar de Dios en nuestros corazones:
una carrera, matrimonio, estudios, una hermosa casa,
una profesion, deportes o entretenimiento.

Es una invitacién a dar a Dios el primer lugar en
nuestros corazones, para todo en nuestra vida debe
converger hacia él y nos viene de é€l.

Si hacemos esto, si "buscamos su Reino," de acuerdo
con la promesa del Evangelio, el resto se nos dara por
afiadidura (LC 12: 31). Si ponemos a un lado todo por
el Reino de Dios, "recibiremos cien veces" mas en
""casas 0 hermanos o0 hermanas o padre o madre" (Mt 19:
29), porque el Evangelio tiene una dimension humana
real. JesUs es Dios-Hombre, quien, junto con alimento
espiritual, confirmas pan, vivienda, ropa, familia y el
resto.

Tal vez deberiamos aprender de los "mas pequefios" a
confiar mas en la Providencia del Padre, porque El
nunca deja de dar a aquellos que dan lo poco que tienen
con amor.

Hace unos pocos meses, un grupo de jovenes en el
Congo comenzaron a hacer tarjetas de felicitacion de
cascaras de platano. Las tarjetas fueron vendidas en
Alemania. A un principio, se quedaron con todas las
ganancias porque algunos de ellos tuvieron que apoyar a
sus familias. Més tarde decidieron compartir la mitad de
sus ganancias a fin de ayudar a treinta y cinco jévenes
que estaban sin empleo.

La historia de lo que hicieron circular en el éarea.
Algunos comerciantes buscaron a los jovenes y les
ofrecieron empleos permanentes. Dios no deja que nadie
le gane en su en su generosidad.

PALABRAS DE
ASESORAMIENTO

Muchas personas hoy en dia son desorientadas y
perdidas en la busqueda de modelos genuinos. A
menudo sus vidas son demasiado superficial o
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destrozadas en pedazos. Su trabajo es a menudo
deshumanizante. Ellos buscan una experiencia de
encuentro genuino con otros, para un compafierismo
verdadero.

¢Bueno, no es esta precisamente la vocacion de una
parroquia? ¢(No estamos nosotros llamados a ser una
familia unida, calurosa, cuidadosa? ¢Acaso no somos
nosotros un pueblo Unido en la casa de Dios a través de
nuestra vida comun? Una parroguia no es principalmente
una estructura, una zona geografica o un edificio. La
parroquia es ante todo una comunidad de fieles. Esta es
la tarea de una parroguia hoy: ser una comunidad,
redescubrir su identidad como una comunidad. No eres
un cristiano por ti mismo. El ser cristiano significa
creer y vivir tu fe junto con los demas. Todos somos los
miembros del Cuerpo de Cristo.... Para que crezca la
unidad, no es suficiente el papel del sacerdote, a pesar
de que él juega un papel esencial. Es necesario el
compromiso de todos los feligreses. Cada una de sus
contribuciones es vital.

El Papa Juan Pablo Il del libro “Acércate a Dios”.

ORACION DE
AGRADECIMIENTO POR LAS
PERSONAS

Dios de amor,
Te agradecemos por las personas en nuestras vidas que
son faciles de amar.
Te damos las gracias por nuestras familias y amigos que
comprenden nuestras acciones,
gue nos apoyen en nuestras decisiones,
y cuya presencia puede levantar la carga de un dia de
Espinas.

Ayudanos con aquellos que son dificiles de amar.
Cuando llegan a nosotros con criticas y las expectativas
de silvestres,
cuando hacen caso omiso de nosotros o intentan
doblarnos a su voluntad,
reconozcamos sus defectos y sus peligros.

Pero, a continuacion, recordemos tu actitud hacia ellos,
y nos Ilévanos a verlos con la luz de tu amor.

Amén.
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A NEW LOOK FOR OUR DIOCESAN PUBLICATION

Imagine a high-impact, full-color magazine for our diocese.
Imagine moving faith stories and high-quality photography
about Catholics in our diocese. In September, imagination
turns to reality when our diocesan publication — Catholic
Herald - becomes a
magazine that will do
more than communicate
the news and events of the
diocese. The new format
will become a critical part
of our diocese’s
evangelization and
spiritual formation efforts.

Individual faith stories will

be the cornerstone of

Catholic Herald

Magazine. Everyday

people in the Diocese of

Sacramento will tell their
faith story and be accompanied by colorful photos and
informational graphics about the ministries of the church.
Columns will explore the faith and educate people on the
teachings of the church.

Catholic Herald Magazine will be sent bi-monthly starting in
September to donors of the Annual Catholic Appeal and
subscribers. 1 look forward to sharing stories of faith with our

{

diocesan community and anticipate working closely with you
to alert me to stories you believe our parishioners will want to
read about.

Julie Sly Editor, Catholic Herald
www.diocese-sacramento.org 916.733.0100

2010-2011 EDITORIAL SCHEDULE

Magazi | Theme Parish
ne Deadline

Magazine
Issue in
the mail

Nov./ 8/20/10
Dec.

2010

Evangelization 10/16/10

Jan./Feb. | Catholic 10/19/10 12/13/10

2011 education

Mar./Apr. | Charitable 12/17/10

2011 works

2/15/11

May/June | Vocations 2/21/11 4/15/11

2011

July/Aug. | Youth and 4/18/11 6/14/11
2011 Young Adult

Ministry

Sept./Oct. | Faithful 6/20/11

2011 Citizenship

8/15/11

Nov./ Marriage and 8/22/11 10/17/11
Dec. Family

2011

OO\IOOOIIOIIOlIl.lll'll'..l!.ll..ll'lll..ll..ll.ll'.ll'llll.ll'lll.lll.ll'..ll.ll'.ll'lll'lll.

Please Print Clearly - New Parishioner Registration and Change of Address Form

Name:

Thank You!

Phone: (

Envelope No.:

(Lash)

Address:

ZIP Code:

J New or [ Change Address
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SECOND COLLECTION TODAY

CATHOLIC COMMUNICATIONS CAMPAIGN
This weekend, August 7-8, 2010, there will be a second
collection in support of the Catholic Communications Campaign.

#,I Oty Your donation will help fund the efforts

- £x of the Church to reach out to Catholics
é‘ .r;_ and others through print, television,
[ |
afy =

\ | /Y

internet, and radio materials. The funds
raised will benefit both our diocese and
national programs. For more
information on the Campaign, visit
WWW.uscch.org.ccc.

COMUNICACIONES CATOLICAS,

PROXIMO FIN DE SEMANA

El proximo de semana habra una segunda colecta para ayudar a
la Campana Anual de Comunicaciones Catolicas. Su donacion
ayudara a financiar los esfuerzos de la Iglesia para llegar a los
catolicos y otros, por medio de materiales de publicacion,
television, internet, y radio. Los fondos que se recauden
beneficiaran tanto a nuestra diocesis, como a programas
nacionales. Para mas informacion acerca de la Campama usted
puede ir a la siguiente pagina de internet: www.usccb.org.ccc.

THE SACRAMENTO CATHOLIC FORUM

See and Hear Radio Host Teresa Tomeo LIVE!
The Sacramento Catholic Forum (On the Web:
www.SacCatholicForum.org) is sponsoring a luncheon event
featuring Teresa Tomeo at the Sacramento Radisson Hotel (500
Leisure Ln.) on Friday, August 13, 2010 at 12:00 p.m. $25 pre-
paid online and $30 at the door. Check-in begins at 11:30 a.m.
Teresa will address how our media-saturated culture dominates
our lives and dismantles our families. Learn Teresa's action plan
overcome the NOISE and engage the culture to make a
difference. Teresa Tomeo is a veteran broadcast-journalist with
more than 20 years of experience as a radio and TV news
reporter & anchor woman.. She hosts “Catholic Connection” M-
F at 8 a.m. on 1620 AM in the Sacramento area.

CATHEDRAL PARISH CATECHISM

CYCLE Two

The Cathedral Parish will be offering Cycle Two, "The Call To
Discipleship,” of the U.S. Catholic Catechism for Adults.
Beginning August 3, 2010 through September 7, 2010 Tuesday
evenings from 7:00-8:30 PM in the Lower Level of the
Cathedral. Free Parking is available. Please bring your copy of
the U.S. Catholic Catechism for Adults. A few of the Catechisms
will be available for sale. Please contact Tim Longdon at 916-
359-5540 to register.

AYUDANTES DE SACRAMENTO DE LOS

NINOS PRECIOSOS DE DI0OS
iPARTICIPE con el OBISPO JAIME SOTO y los Ayudantes de
Sacramento de los Nifios Preciosos de Dios el Sabado, 14 de
Agosto, 2010 a las 8:00 a.m. en una VIGILIA de ORACION
POR LA VIDA! La Vigilia empiece con la Misa celebrada por
nuestro Obispo en la Iglesia Catélica de Sta. Maria en
Sacramento, seguida por la Bendicién y una Procesién con el
Rosario a un centro de aborto cercano. Para mas informacion,
vea la invitacion personal a éste evento del Obispo Soto en
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YouTube que se puede encontrar en el sitio web:
www.sacramentohelpers.org; o llame a Elizabeth Pierini al (916)
813-8209.

‘fl’ Worldwide Marriage Encounter

After a full Summer with the family, do you two need some
alone time? Give yourself and your spouse time away from
everyday responsibilities, and the pressures of work. Enjoy a
chance to talk and listen to that special someone who loves you!
There are a few rooms left on our last local 2010 Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekend, Aug 27-29. Contact Barry &
Julia Reynolds at 866-825-2046, or meregistrar@aol.com.

CATHEDRAL MASS SCHEDULE

(19TH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME)

MON 8/9/2010 ST. TERESA BENEDICTA, MARTYR
Ez 1: 2-5, 24-28c; Mt 17: 22-27
12:10 pm: Charles & Genevieve Fagan +
5:10 pm: Amanda Chua +

TUES 8/10/2010 ST. LAWRENCE, DEACON
2 Cor 9: 6-10; Jn 12: 24-26
12:10 pm: Mary Kathleen McDermott G. +
5:10 pm: Danelle Faldana +

WED 8/11/2010 ST. CLARE, VIRGIN

Ez9: 1-7 & 10: 18-22; Mt 18: 15-20
12:10 pm: Thomas & Mary Ann Mason +

5:10 pm: ADORATION & BENEDICTION

THUR 8/12/2010 ST. JANE FRANCES DE CHANTAL
Ez12:1-12; Mt 18: 21—19:1
12:10 pm: Sue Settles, S.I.
5:10 pm: Erlinda Martinez +

FRI 8/13/2010 ST. PONTIAN & ST. HIPPOLYTUS
Ez 16: 1-15, 60; Mt 19: 3-12
12:10 pm: Sandy Gowder & Thomas Hoover, S.1.

NO EVENING MASS ON FRIDAYS

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
WED & THUR 12:40pM-4:45PM FRI 12:40PM-3:45PM
TO SIGN UP CALL ISABELLA CAZARES 391-1760 OR 833-1948,
OR E-MAIL BECAZ96@SBCGLOBAL.NET

CATHEDRAL TOURS EVERY SUNDAY
AFTER 9:00 AM AND 11 AM MASSES
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