CATHEDRAL OF THE BLESSED SACRAMEIIT - WEEKLY BULLETIN
28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME OCTOBER 11, 2009 VOCATION AWARENESS SUNDAY

SERVANT LEADER

STEWARDSHIP - A WAY OF LIVING

This is the first awareness week for Stewardship - a Way of Living. 1’m glad to share the
following inspiring letter from Bishop Soto and other ideas which will encourage a blessed
understanding of Stewardship - a Way of Living.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

During my time in the Diocese of Sacramento, | have been impressed by the
generous sharing of time, talent and treasure from the faithful of our diocese. This practice
of stewardship is central to our call to be the Lord’s disciples.

Christian stewardship begins with a sense of who we are as disciples of the Lord
Jesus. A good steward recognizes that all blessings come from the Lord and these blessings
are to be used to serve all of God’s children.

This concept of Stewardship as a way of living is not focused on our temporal or
temporary needs such as facilities and debt. It recognizes the innate spiritual desire to give.
This desire lies within all our hearts. Our loving God created us in His image with the
potential — and expectation — to share our gifts with the world around us.

My hope is to grow stewardship as a way of living within our homes, our parishes
and throughout the twenty counties of the Diocese of Sacramento.

Essential to our success in accomplishing this vision will be the encouragement and
formation of our clergy and laity in practicing and teaching stewardship as a way of
fulfilling one’s ministry in the parish.

| trust that the resources provided to you by your pastor will prove helpful in
teaching the principles of Christian Stewardship.

| thank each of you for your generous spirit. Together we are living stones in the
Temple built for the glory of God. Christ is our capstone. In union with Him we continue to
build up that Temple so that all God’s children can seek His comfort and know His love.
May the intercession of Blessed Virgin Mary help us all to respond with joy to the Lord’s
invitation.

Respectfully,

JAIME SOTO
Bishop of Sacramento
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THE LEPERS’ PRIEST

Today I’m glad to share with you excerpts from an article by Dr. Matthew E. Bunson in a recent edition
of “The Priest” magazine, since St. Damien has a prominent place in our Cathedral.

On May 10, 1873, the vessel Kilauea left the island of Maui, in Hawaii, with an unusual cargo. On board
were 50 victims of leprosy who had been exiled to the leper settlement on Moloka’i. Joining them on board
were two healthy passengers also bound for the leper settlement: Bishop Louis Desire Maigret, the
shepherd of the Catholic missions in Hawaii, and one of his priests, a strongly built young Belgian name
Damien de Veuster. Bishop Maigret made a startling announcement to the lepers. While he might be only
paying them a visit, he was bringing them a priest “‘who will be a father to you...he will become one with
you and live and die with you.’

Damien de Veuster practiced heroic virtue in the service of the exiled lepers, but he did so because first and
foremost he had given his life to Christ as a priest.

Damien was born Joseph De Veuster in Tremelo,
Belgium, grew up in a strong Catholic environment, and
at an early age felt the call to the priesthood. He went
to Louvain, was accepted, though it took all of Joseph’s
efforts to convince the congregation that he was suitable
material. He lacked polish, was poorly educated, and
was dreadful in Latin.

Joseph astonished the seminary professors as he
mastered not only Latin but assumed a quiet, thoughtful
manner that earned him a nickname “Silent Joseph.”
On October 7, 1860, Joseph made his vows as a
member of the congregation and was called Damien.

Soon, a letter arrived from Hawaii imploring the

congregation to send priests. Damien’s brother was to

go there but was stricken with typhus, and Damien volunteered to take his place. Surprisingly, the Father
General approved.

Damien reached Honolulu on March 19, 1864, and was ordained on May 21, 1864, in the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Peace in Honolulu. He was assigned to the Big Island, the largest of the Hawaiian Islands. There
he survived a fever, a hurricane, and even an earthquake, and built eight chapels with his own hands,
coming to love the kind Hawaiians and the rugged, volcanic vastness of the island.

Damien had a clear spiritual awareness of his destiny when he encountered a group of lepers on the Big
Island on their way to Moloka’i. He wrote in April 1873 to the Father General of the Sacred Hearts that he
could “only attribute to Almighty God the undeniable feeling that soon I shall join them.”

Leprosy had first emerged as a public health issue in the early 1860’s, and in 1865 King Kamehameha V
enforced quarantine of the afflicted. It was a grievous blow to the native Hawaiians who watched in horror
as their loved ones were torn from their arms and sent away to die.
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Moloka’i was described by the novelist and poet Robert Louis Stevenson as “grand, gloomy and bleak.”
The colony had been started with the best of intentions, and the various appointed superintendents tried
their best to offer care with meager supplies, but the situation soon deteriorated. Damien volunteered for
the post of chaplain immediately and Bishop Maigret accepted.

He wrote to his brother, Pamphile, “I make myself a leper with the lepers to gain all to Jesus Christ.” He
understood quietly but profoundly that Christ had asked him to give his life for the suffering lepers on
Moloka’i.

The leper population on Moloka’l at the time was around 800 men, women and children. Some of the
lepers boasted: “Here there is no law!” Residents preyed on each other, many died alone and largely
untreated.

Damien saw the situation and made himself a true pastor to the settlement. He fought against those who
brutalized the weak, halted the drunken orgies, and cared for the bitterest lepers even as they cursed God
for their afflictions. Damien washed the patients and their bed linens, disinfected their sores, bandaged the
stumps or mangled limbs, and even amputated arms and legs after they had literally putrefied from the
effects of the disease.

For Damien, the daily routine varied, depending on the pastoral and medical needs of the patients. He
never changed his dedication to the sacraments, especially penance and the comfort of the Divine Office.
He wrote frequently of the need for the joy of absolution which made the lack of confession in the early
years of his long isolation from fellow priests a great cross.

Always practical, Damien smoked a pipe to help mask the revolting smells. He also ate out of common
poi bowls with lepers and even shared his pipe around the campfires at night.

Damien first realized that he had contracted leprosy in December 1884 when he accidentally poured
boiling water on his foot and felt no pain. He was soon
officially diagnosed and accepted the sentence of death
with calm as he knew that the leper settlement by then
was in such a well organized state.

In 1888, as Damien literally lay dying, Mother
Marianne Cope and her fellow Franciscan Sisters
arrived to serve at the settlement. Mother Marianne
remained with the lepers until her own death on August
9, 1918 and was beatified in May 2005.

Damien died as he had lived, working to the very end.
He spent most nights at prayer in the Garden of the
Dead, the leper cemetery beside the church, where he
could summon the spiritual stamina to endure yet another day of sacrifice.

Just before the end, he made a general confession and renewed his priestly vows. St. Damien de Veuster
breathed his last on April 15, 1889, having made his farewells to his beloved lepers. His friend, Father
Wendelin Moellers, wrote, “The good shepherd had given his life for his sheep.”
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Father Damien was buried in white vestments, with his hands folded around the crucifix that served as the
insignia of his priestly vocation.

The world today honors Damien as the Apostle of the Lepers and the Exiled. In this year for priests,
Damien should also be remembered as a priest asked by God to shepherd a suffering flock until death. The
words of Pope Benedict XVI when he inaugurated this jubilee year describe ideally the priestly life of
Damien de Veuster:

For the priest...being the *““voice” of the Word is not merely a functional aspect. On the
contrary, it implies a substantial *““losing of himself’” in Christ, participating with his whole
being in the mystery of Christ’s death and Resurrection: his understanding, his freedom, his
will and the offering of his body as a living sacrifice (cf. Rom 12: 1-2).

REMEMBERING OUR BELOVED DEAD IN FAITH

Throughout the 2,000 year history of Catholic-Christianity, respect for Life has included remembrance of
our beloved dead. From the time of the early Church, and the litany of martyrology, to the medieval Church
and our more than thousand year history of specifically praying for the dead, the month of November stands
chief among the days each year we pray especially for the Holy Souls of the Faithful Departed.

All Souls Day this year, Monday, November 2, affords you and all
our members two opportunities to share in the Paschal Mystery of
the Eucharist, as we commemorate those who have gone before us
marked with the sign of Faith. Masses will be celebrated that day
as usual at 12:10 p.m. and 5:10 p.m. Please plan to attend one of I/
these liturgies as we pray for our loved ones, fellow parishioners,
and great national/international persons who have passed from this | s
life in the promise and hope of sharing in God’s Kingdom. ol

In the pews, please find an All Souls envelope for the inclusion of

names of the Faithful Departed you want us to remember in the [§&

Masses of November, and of every Sunday and Holyday in the §

year. These All Souls envelopes will remain on the Altar of B84
Sacrifice throughout November and will be placed near the |§ — }Q y
Blessed Sacrament during the rest of the year, as an outward sign "

of our mutual and concerted, ongoing remembrance of the Hon
Souls. -

Also, | am so glad you are on our parish list and | hope you feel |

very much a part of our parish. It is intended to be a place of :

service of God and each of our beloved brothers and sisters who are Cathedral parlshloners Please let me
know if there is any way we can do better to be a more welcoming community of faith, loving and serving
each person in our church. Perhaps you are ill or unable to come to church regularly. Perhaps you have
experienced some hurt from the church over the years. Perhaps you feel abandoned by the church or that
the church is not meeting your needs. If so, in so far as we can, we apologize for whatever our failings as
human beings contribute to the church not being what is needed for our beloved people.

God bless you now and always. May the Lord Jesus Christ and Our Blessed Mother always take care of you
in this life and the next.
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~ GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE FORUM ~
The St. Anthony Social Justice Ministry Team is sponsor-
ing a Global Climate Change Forum today, Sunday Octo-
ber 11, from 6pm to 7:30pm in St. Anthony Memorial Hall,
660 Florin Road, Sacramento. Speakers include Betsy
Reifsnider, Diocese of Stockton and Sacramento Environ-
mental Justice Staff, John Andrew of the Department of
Water Resources, and Matt Vander Sluis of the Planning
and Conservation League. Explore what our faith says
about climate change, what is happening here in California,
and what we can do about it. Light refreshments served.

~ RESPECT LIFE COORDINATOR ~

The Diocese of Sacramento has an immediate opening for a
Respect Life Coordinator. This full-time position provides
leadership in all aspects of the Catholic Church’s pro-life
mission. The successful candidate must be fluent in both
English and Spanish. For a full job description please visit
www.diocese-sacramento.org under Employment: Job An-
nouncements. Applications must be received no later than
October 31, 2009

~ HELPER’S PRAYER VIGIL FOR LIFE ~
Join Bishop Jaime Soto on Saturday, October 24. 2009 for
our 3rd Helper’s Prayer Vigil. Mass will be celebrated at
8:00 am at St. Rose Catholic Church in Sacramento fol-
lowed by benediction and a Helpers' Rosary Procession to
Planned Parenthood on Franklin Blvd. An afternoon lecture
by Monsignor Reilly will be given on the "Spirituality of a
Helper of God's Precious Infants” from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. at the Monsignor Kavanagh Center. To learn more,
call Elizabeth and Ed Pierini at (916) 806-3103 or visit the
Helpers” website at http://www.sacramentohelpers.org.

~ FAMILY FAITH FEST ~

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish will facilitate a Family Faith
Fest on Saturday, November 7, 2009, from 2:30-6pm for
families with high school and/or junior high youth. Are
you LIVING your faith or just talking about it? Families
are welcome to join us for Family Faith Fest on Saturday,
November 7, 2009 from 2:30-6pm at Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish in Sacramento. Featuring Ansel Augustine, Father J.
Derran Combs, O.F.M., Mass, music by Dennis Brown and
Bishop Jaime Soto. To RSVP or for more information, con-
tact Charlene Harris at 916-733-0123 or bcc@diocese-
sacramento.org.

O(.E.- ..................................................................
.
.
.

~ CALLED AND CHOSEN ~
The Diocese or Sacramento will hold a Young Adult Con-
ference on Saturday, December 5, 2009. Open to all young
adults (age 18-39) Join us at Holy Trinity Catholic Church
in ElI Dorado Hills. The day will feature Stan Cordero,
Delis Alejandro and the Young Adult Ministry Team from
St. Monica Parish in Santa Monica, CA, with music from
Papa Joe Lucero and his band! Cost for the day is $20 and
includes lunch, a t-shirt and childcare. Register at
www.yaconference.com or call 916-733-0152.

CATHEDRAL MASS SCHEDULE

MON 10/5/2009
Rom 1:1-7; Lk 11: 29-32
12:10 pm: Felimon de los Reyes +
In Thanksgiving

CoLumBus DAY

5:10 pm:
TUES 10/6/2009
Rom 1: 16-25; Lk 11: 37-41
12:10 pm: In Thanksgiving
5:10 pm: Zenaida Omega, S.I.
WED 10/7/2009 ST. CALLISTUS, POPE, MARTYR
Rom 2: 1-11; Lk 11: 42-46
12:10 pm: Fire Fighters, S.1.
5:10 pm: Clodualdo Trivino +
THU 10/8/2009 ST. TERESA OF JESUS, VIRGIN
Rom 3: 21-30; Lk 11: 47-54
12:10 pm: Durvalina Gouvela, S.1.
5:10 pm:  Aileen Abigal Walsh +
FRI 10/9/2009 ST. MARY ALACOQUE, VIRGIN
Rom 4: 1-8; Lk 12: 1-7
12:10 pm: Bernadita G. Halog +

NO EVENING MASS ON FRIDAYS

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
WED & THUR 12:40PM-4:45PM FRI 12:40PM-3:45PM
TO SIGN UP CALL ISABELLA CAZARES 391-1760 OR 833-1948,
OR E-MAIL BECAZ96@SBCGLOBAL.NET

28TH WEEKDAY

CATHEDRAL TOURS EVERY SUNDAY
AFTER 9:00 AM AND 11 AM MASSES

......................................................................

New Parishioner Reglstratlon and Change of Address Form

Name:

Envelope No.:

Phone: ( )

Address:

ZIP Code:

Fill out and deposit in Offertory Basket. Thank You!

.......................................................................

......................................................................



